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Ethiopia with Nick Rains 2019
Addis Ababa - Lalibela - Simien Mountains National Park - Gondar - Arba Minch - Turmi - Jinka
15 Days / 14 Nights
7 Persons
Reference: 190305
Date of Issue: 12 March 2019
10 October 2019 - 24 October 2019

Click here to view your Digital Itinerary

Page |4

Introduction
This will be another awesome trip with eminent travel photographer, Nick Rains. Nick has had his work published in
some of the best magazines and also publishes his own books. He has won innumerable awards for his work and has
for many years been a judge at the Australian Professional Photography Awards.
On this trip, the fourth with us, Nick will lead you to some of the most exotic destinations in Africa. We include visits
to important human cultural sites, spectacular landscapes and unique wildlife.

Accommodation

Destination

Start

End

Basis

Duration

Golden Tulip Addis Ababa Hotel

Addis Ababa

10 Oct

11 Oct

B&B

1 Night

Mountain View Hotel

Lalibela

11 Oct

14 Oct

FB+

3 Nights

Simien Lodge

Simien Mountains National
Park

14 Oct

15 Oct

FB+

1 Night

Goha Hotel

Gondar

15 Oct

17 Oct

FB+

2 Nights

Haile Resort Arba Minch

Arba Minch

17 Oct

18 Oct

FB+

1 Night

Buska Lodge

Turmi

18 Oct

21 Oct

FB+

3 Nights

Eco-Omo Safari Lodge

Jinka

21 Oct

23 Oct

FB+

2 Nights

Golden Tulip Addis Ababa Hotel

Addis Ababa

23 Oct

24 Oct

B&B

1 Night

Key
B&B: Bed and Breakfast
FB+: Dinner, Bed, Breakfast, Lunch and Activities Daily

Price
A$12,495 per person sharing
Single Supplement: A$836

Included









Accommodation on a twin room sharing basis
Meal- full board out of Addis Ababa and only breakfast in Addis Ababa
All entrance fees as per the itinerary
All airport transfers
All ground transportation using 22 seat bus in the north and 4x4 vehicles in Omo valley
Professional English speaking guide throughout the trip with all his costs
Portage fees
Government tax
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Excluded







International and domestic airfares
Lunch and dinner in Addis Ababa
Any alcoholic drinks
Personal expense like souvenirs, laundry, etc
Tips
Any expense which is not stated in the ‘Included List’ above

Note that on present indications, the domestic airfares will cost A$1,442 per person.

Day 1: Thursday, 10 October
Golden Tulip Addis Ababa Hotel, Addis Ababa
Addis Ababa
Located in the highlands fringing the Great Rift Valley, Addis Ababa serves as the political, cultural and commercial
centre of Ethiopia. This sprawling city rests in the foothills of the Entoto Mountains and features a mix of traditional
homes, elegant villas, and tall office buildings. Visitors can look forward to a selection of wonderful activities
including: visiting the National Museum, displaying local art, traditional crafts and prehistoric fossils; exploring the
copper-domed Holy Trinity Cathedral, a Neo-Baroque architectural landmark; and sampling rich Ethiopian coffee as
well as the memorable cuisine featuring spicy stews and Ethiopia’s signature Injera bread.

Day Itinerary
Arrival day.
Optional City Tour with local guide.

Transfers
Date
10 Oct

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

Bole International Airport
[ADD]

Golden Tulip Addis Ababa
Hotel

Time

Vehicle
Transfer

Overnight: Golden Tulip Addis Ababa Hotel
Conveniently located one kilometre away from Bole International Airport, the Golden Tulip Addis Ababa Hotel is only
minutes from many international organisations and embassies. The hotel offers airy rooms and suites with flatscreen TVs. The on-site restaurant is open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and grab and go meals are available for
guests who are in a hurry. The hotel also offers two bars, a fitness centre, and an airport shuttle service.
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Basis
Bed & Breakfast

Day 2: Friday, 11 October
Mountain View Hotel, Lalibela
Lalibela
Situated in northern Ethiopia, the town of Lalibela is named after King Lalibela of the Zagwe Dynasty. The town is
considered Ethiopia’s cultural capital and one of Ethiopia’s holiest cities, it serves as a centre of pilgrimage. The
undeniable highlight of this ancient capital is dubbed the ‘Eighth Wonder of the World’ and includes eleven rockhewn churches dating back to the 13th century. This UNESCO World Heritage Site is carved out of solid rock and
includes subterranean monoliths, a network of interconnected tunnels, and chambers featuring magnificent
frescoes. Lalibela also plays host to some of the most famous church festivals in Ethiopia.

Day Itinerary
After breakfast we fly to Lalibela and drive to the lodge for lunch.
In the afternoon we do a brief reconnaissance trip to the two groups of rock hewn churches of Lalibela. With the
benefit of the this information you can plan your shots for the next two days at this site.

Flight Information
Date

Flight

11 Oct

ET120
(Scheduled)

Airline

Departure Airport

Time

Arrival
Airport

Time

Ethiopian

Bole International
Airport [ADD]

11:15

Lalibela
Airport [LLI]

12:15

Class

Ref

Transfers
Date

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

Time

Vehicle

11 Oct

Golden Tulip Addis Ababa
Hotel

Bole International Airport
[ADD]

Transfer

11 Oct

Lalibela Airport [LLI]

Mountain View Hotel

Transfer

Overnight: Mountain View Hotel
Located on a cliff surrounded by magnificent views of the Lasta Mountains, the Mountain View Hotel is just minutes
from the rock-hewn churches of Lalibela. The hotel offers spacious accommodation that includes bathrooms with
showers and bathtubs, crisp bed linen, and telephones. An on-site restaurant is available for breakfast, lunch and
dinner. The hotel can assists guests with tours and excursion arrangements around Lalibela, as well as with mountain
trekking and car rentals.
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Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Soft Drinks) Included

Day 3: Saturday, 12 October
Mountain View Hotel, Lalibela
Day Itinerary
In the morning we shoot the churches and the immediate vicinity.
In the afternoon visit the weekly market in Lalibela.

Activities
Lalibela

Lalibela
Situated in northern Ethiopia, the town of Lalibela is named after King Lalibela of the Zagwe Dynasty. The town is
considered Ethiopia’s cultural capital and one of Ethiopia’s holiest cities, it serves as a centre of pilgrimage. The
undeniable highlight of this ancient capital is dubbed the ‘Eighth Wonder of the World’ and includes eleven rockhewn churches dating back to the 13th century. This UNESCO World Heritage Site is carved out of solid rock and
includes subterranean monoliths, a network of interconnected tunnels, and chambers featuring magnificent
frescoes. Lalibela also plays host to some of the most famous church festivals in Ethiopia.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Soft Drinks) Included
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Day 4: Sunday, 13 October
Mountain View Hotel, Lalibela
Day Itinerary
Sunday morning church services are wonderful photo opportunities. Afternoon visit to churches to shoot a few
priests and locals (especially women) in traditional dress

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Soft Drinks) Included

Day 5: Monday, 14 October
Simien Lodge, Simien Mountains National Park
Simien Mountains National Park
Situated in northern Ethiopia, the Simien Mountains National Park is one of the very first natural UNESCO World
Heritage Sites. It has been compared to the Grand Canyon with its spectacular landscape featuring rugged peaks,
deep valleys and plunging waterfalls. Renowned as Ethiopia’s highest Peaks, the Simien Mountains reach up to 4000
metres high. This area is home to remote local communities as well as rare and endangered fauna and flora. Some of
these rare species include: gelada baboon, the Simien fox and the only walia ibex population in the world. Don’t miss
the panoramic views from Ras Dejen, the highest point in Ethiopia.

Day Itinerary
Visit the cave church and monastery en route to airport.
Fly to Gondar and drive to Simien Mountains. Shoot sunset near hotel in the Simien Mountains.

Flight Information
Date

Flight

14 Oct

ET123
(Scheduled)

Airline

Departure
Airport

Time

Arrival Airport

Time

Ethiopian

Lalibela Airport
[LLI]

12:45

Gondar Airport
[GDQ]

13:15

Class

Ref

Transfers
Date

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

Time

Vehicle

14 Oct

Mountain View Hotel

Lalibela Airport [LLI]

Transfer

14 Oct

Gondar Airport [GDQ]

Simien Lodge

Transfer

Overnight: Simien Lodge
Situated in Ethiopia's Simien Mountains National Park, Simien Lodge is the highest hotel in Africa. The lodge sits on
the edge of the escarpment offering some of the most spectacular views in the world. Accommodation consists of
spacious semi-circular rooms, with bathrooms, tiled floors heated by a solar system, and tea and coffee machines, as
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well as tukuls, with two rooms and two bathrooms. Guests can dine at the on-site restaurant which features a
spacious area with a log fire centrepiece and have drinks in the cosy bar fitted with warm comfortable furnishings.
Activities in the area include base jumping, trekking, mountain biking, and wildlife and bird watching.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 6: Tuesday, 15 October
Goha Hotel, Gondar
Gondar
Situated southwest of the Simien Mountains, north of Lake Tana, Gondar once served as the royal capital of the
ancient Ethiopian Empire. Known as the ‘Camelot of Africa’, Gondar is home to the World Heritage Site of Fasil
Ghebbi, a fortress-city previously inhabited by to the Ethiopian emperor Fasilides. Visitors can enjoy a wide selection
of wonderful activities including: discovering the ancient Gondar Castle, a medieval castle and palace complex,
exploring the 17th century Church of Debre Sina, featuring biblical murals on every wall and visiting the nearby
Simien Mountains National Park. Don’t miss a visit to Ras Dashen, the highest mountain in Ethiopia.

Day Itinerary
After breakfast we drive to visit the Chelada Monkeys.
Hike (or drive, your choice) along the cliff tops to the Chelada Monkeys.
Lunch in the Simien Mountains then drive back to Gondar.
Visit the Gondar Castle and Baths.

Activities
Gondar

Gondar
Situated southwest of the Simien Mountains, north of Lake Tana, Gondar once served as the royal capital of the
ancient Ethiopian Empire. Known as the ‘Camelot of Africa’, Gondar is home to the World Heritage Site of Fasil
Ghebbi, a fortress-city previously inhabited by to the Ethiopian emperor Fasilides. Visitors can enjoy a wide selection
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of wonderful activities including: discovering the ancient Gondar Castle, a medieval castle and palace complex,
exploring the 17th century Church of Debre Sina, featuring biblical murals on every wall and visiting the nearby
Simien Mountains National Park. Don’t miss a visit to Ras Dashen, the highest mountain in Ethiopia.

Transfers
Date

Company

15 Oct

Pick Up

Drop Off

Simien Lodge

Goha Hotel

Time

Vehicle
Transfer

Overnight: Goha Hotel
Situated in Gondar, Ethiopia, the Goha Hotel features elegantly designed and furnished rooms with bathrooms with
showers, writing desks, sitting areas, TVs and Wi-Fi. The on-site restaurant serves traditional and European cuisine
throughout the day, and 24-hour room service is available for in-room dining. The restaurant provides live
entertainment with traditional music and dance every Saturday and Sunday. The hotel also offers a sunny terrace
and a swimming pool.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Soft Drinks) Included

Day 7: Wednesday, 16 October
Goha Hotel, Gondar
Day Itinerary
Lay day for participants. Optional visit the Debre Birehan Silassie Church, Mintwab Palace, traditional Theological
school, etc.
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Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Soft Drinks) Included

Day 8: Thursday, 17 October
Haile Resort Arba Minch, Arba Minch
Arba Minch
Situated in southern Ethiopia at the base of the western side of the Great Rift Valley, the city of Arba Minch is the
largest city in the Gamo Gofa Zone. Surrounded by forested mountains and home to two of Ethiopia’s largest Rift
Valley Lakes, Arba Minch is named after the abundant springs found in the area. This resort town rests on the edge
of Lake Chamo where it has a stunning view of the aptly named ‘Bridge of God’, an isthmus that separates Lake
Chamo from the neighbouring Lake Abaya. This stretch of land is home to zebras, gazelle, kudus and other wildlife.
The Dorze village is also a popular attraction in Arba Minch – here tourists can visit the famous beehive huts built by
the Dorze tribe.

Day Itinerary
Fly to Addis Ababa and connect to Arbaminch. Visit Dorze village.

Flight Information
Date

Flight

Airline

Departure Airport

Time

Arrival Airport

Time

17 Oct

Scheduled

Gondar Airport [GDQ]

Bole International
Airport [ADD]

17 Oct

Scheduled

Bole International
Airport [ADD]

Arba Minch Airport
[AMH]

Class

Ref

Transfers
Date

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

17 Oct

Goha Hotel

Gondar Airport [GDQ]

17 Oct

Arba Minch Airport [AMH] Haile Resort Arba Minch

Time

Vehicle
Transfer
Transfer

Overnight: Haile Resort Arba Minch
Set amidst beautiful evergreen vegetation, Haile-Arba Minch overlooks the twin lakes of Abaya and Chamo. The 4star resort features spacious accommodation with terraces, lake or garden views, all equipped with Wi-Fi, TVs, and
minibars. Guests are treated to a complimentary buffet breakfast daily, and for lunch and dinner, guests have a
choice of on-site dining locations. The resort also features a health club with a gym, spa, and swimming pool, as well
as a dry sauna and steam sauna.
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Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Soft Drinks) Included

Day 9: Friday, 18 October
Buska Lodge, Turmi
Turmi
This small market town in southwestern Ethiopia functions as a central transport hub as well as an important
meeting point for the area’s weekly Monday market. The local Hamer inhabitants of the surrounding villages flock
here to buy and sell local produce and handicrafts. Visitors to the area can enjoy culturally fascinating guided tours
of the surrounding villages. Popular cultural attractions include traditional Hamer dance performances and
exhilarating ‘Jumping of the Bulls’ ceremonies which form the culmination of a three-day long rite of passage for any
young man within the Hamer tribe.Turmi is a great choice of destination for travellers in search of a unique and
authentic African experience in one of the most remote places on the continent.

Day Itinerary
Morning boat trip on lake Chamo. Drive to Turmi visiting the Konso village

Transfers
Date
18 Oct

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

Haile Resort Arba Minch

Buska Lodge

Time

Vehicle
Transfer

Overnight: Buska Lodge
Situated in Omo Valley in the heart of Southern Ethiopia, Biska Lodge is an eco-lodge that overlooks the plains of
Buska Mountain and is conveniently located within easy reach of the tribes of Omo Valley. Accommodation options
include standard bedrooms and roofed camping islands. The lodge provides spacious waterproof tents, sleeping
mattresses, and cooking huts for campers. Standard bedrooms are equipped with bathrooms facilities, Wi-Fi and
mosquito nets. Amenities include a massage service, and a restaurant and bar. The location is ideal for the culturally
curious to learn about the unique practices and beliefs of the various tribes of Omo Valley.
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Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Soft Drinks) Included

Day 10: Saturday, 19 October
Buska Lodge, Turmi
Day Itinerary
Turmi. Morning, excursion to Karo. Afternoon, Visit Dimeka market

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Soft Drinks) Included

Day 11: Sunday, 20 October
Buska Lodge, Turmi
Day Itinerary
Morning visit the Hamer village. Free afternoon with a chance to catch the Bull jumping ceremony

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Soft Drinks) Included

Day 12: Monday, 21 October
Eco-Omo Safari Lodge, Jinka
Jinka
Located in southwestern Ethiopia, near the borders of Sudan and Kenya, Jinka is the largest town in the Debub Omo
Zone. It serves as an excellent base from which to explore the surrounding area. This remote market town is home to
the Mursi people, who are well known for their elaborate lip plates made of clay. At the South Omo Research Center
and Museum, visitors can learn more about the Mursi, as well as other groups in the region, through a series of
exhibits detailing the cultures and customs of local tribes. Nature enthusiasts will enjoy the nearby Mago National
Park, where abundant wildlife finds shelter in the dense acacia woodland.
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Day Itinerary
Spend time in the Hamer market. Drive to Jinka

Transfers
Date

Company

21 Oct

Pick Up

Drop Off

Buska Lodge

Eco-Omo Safari Lodge

Time

Vehicle
Transfer

Overnight: Eco-Omo Safari Lodge
Welcome to Eco-Omo Safari Lodge. This unique lodge is located in Jinka, in the heart of the Omo Valley, just outside
the town and bordering the Neri River on the way to Mago National Park.
The lodge is based on 4hct of green area, and has a coffee plantation, vegetable and herb garden andfruit trees like
banana, mango, papaya, oranges, lemon etc which all make part of our restaurant menu.
The lodge is eco friendly, based on low impact concept, constructed using as much as possible natural materials and
at the same time creating a good harmony with nature. The rooms are high quality tents placed on wooden
platforms, which in turn are covered with a second roof made of grass.
The Omo valley has been preserved till now thanks to its geographical position. Here are found 18 diverse tribes
untouched by modern civilization. The nature, often endemic to this part of Ethiopia, offers magnificent attraction
for bird watching and trekking activities.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Soft Drinks) Included

Day 13: Tuesday, 22 October
Eco-Omo Safari Lodge, Jinka
Day Itinerary
Jinka. Excursion to Mursi village.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Soft Drinks) Included
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Day 14: Wednesday, 23 October
Golden Tulip Addis Ababa Hotel, Addis Ababa
Addis Ababa
As previously described

Day Itinerary
Morning, optional excursion to Mursi village (if we need more shoots). Afternoon, fly to Addis Ababa

Flight Information
Date

Flight

23 Oct

Scheduled

Airline

Departure
Airport

Time

Jinka Airport
[BCO]

Arrival Airport

Time

Class

Ref

Golden Tulip Addis
Ababa Hotel

Transfers
Date
23 Oct

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

Eco-Omo Safari Lodge

Jinka Airport [BCO]

Time

Vehicle
Transfer

Overnight: Golden Tulip Addis Ababa Hotel
Conveniently located one kilometre away from Bole International Airport, the Golden Tulip Addis Ababa Hotel is only
minutes from many international organisations and embassies. The hotel offers airy rooms and suites with flatscreen TVs. The on-site restaurant is open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and grab and go meals are available for
guests who are in a hurry. The hotel also offers two bars, a fitness centre, and an airport shuttle service.

Basis
Bed & Breakfast
Drinks (Soft Drinks) Included

Day 15: Thursday, 24 October
End of Itinerary
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Transfers
Date

Company

24 Oct

Pick Up

Drop Off

Time

Golden Tulip Addis Ababa
Hotel

Bole International Airport
[ADD]

Vehicle
Transfer

Basis
Bed & Breakfast

Urgent Contact Numbers
Company Name

Telephone

Email Address

Contact Person

Experiential Travel

+61418325812

info@experiential.travel

Neville Jones

Service Provider Directory
Service Provider

Ref. Number

Telephone

Buska Lodge

Goha Hotel

Address
Hammer
Southern Region
Ethiopia

+251 58 111 0634

Golden Tulip Addis Ababa
Hotel

Cameroon Street,
Bole,
Addis Ababa

Haile Resort Arba Minch

Ye Egzer Dildiy
Arba Minch'
Gamo Gofa
834
Ethiopia

Mountain View Hotel

North Wolo
Lalibela
Ethiopia

Simien Lodge

+251 11 552 4758

Nigist Towers
Kazanchis
Addis Ababa
Ethiopia
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Travel Information

Situated in the Horn of Africa, Ethiopia boasts extraordinary natural features, a vast range of wildlife, and a
captivating historical and cultural heritage. An increasing number of visitors are frequenting this treasure trove filled
with unique attractions. Popular attractions include: the medieval castles of Gondar; the walled city of Harar; and
Lalibela, a pilgrimage site known for its ancient monolithic churches, hewn into the area’s steep rocky hillsides.
Ethiopia’s stunning natural landscapes are the real tourist drawcard. From the lush Simien Mountains to the sulphur
vents of the Danakil Depression, the country’s outstanding natural environment is unforgettable. Bahir Dar, located
on Lake Tana, is popular as a base from which to explore the fascinating monasteries situated on the numerous
islands dotted around the lake, as well as the Blue Nile Falls, which are arguably the most spectacular falls in North
Africa.
Banking and Currency
Currency
Ethiopia’s currency is the birr. It’s divided into 100 cents in 1, 5, 10, 25 and 50 cent coins as well as a one birr coin,
and there are 1, 5, 10, 50 and 100 birr notes.
According to National Bank of Ethiopia regulations, all bills in Ethiopia must be paid in birr. But this isn’t enforced
and Ethiopian Airlines, most major hotels and most travel agencies accept (and sometimes demand) US currency.
The US Dollar is the best foreign currency to bring with you to Ethiopia and it can be exchanged at banks and foreign
exchange bureaus. US Dollars should be carried in cash (they do not accept US Dollar travelers checks)
One regulation that’s strictly enforced is the conversion of birr to US dollars or euros; this transaction can only be
done for people holding onward air tickets from Ethiopia. This means people leaving overland must budget
accordingly. There are black-market traders around the borders, but rates are poor and it’s risky.
Visitors may import an unlimited amount of foreign currency but this must be declared on arrival to the customs
authorities on the appropriate blue-colored form.
Foreign currency may only be exchanged at authorized banks and hotels, and a receipt must be obtained. The
currency declaration form must be retained as this will be required by customs on departure along with the currency
exchange form. Visitors may change back any surplus Ethiopian Birr to cash at the airport before departure.
Banking
Please note that the banking infrastructure is not well developed in Ethiopia and can cause problems for
independent travellers. Therefore, it is advisable to use a reputable tour operator while travelling in Ethiopia as they
will be able to assist you with dealing with payments while travelling.
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Banking hours are usually from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm from Monday to Friday and from 8:00 am – 11:00 am on
Saturdays. Closing times may be an hour later in some private banks. Most banks work through lunchtime; however
foreign exchange services close during lunch hours (12:00 noon – 1:00 pm).
In the main city centres there are a limited number of ATM machines and they are often clustered together. You are
likely to find six to seven ATM machines concentrated at some malls or hotels and then none at others. Outside of
the city centre ATMs are very rare so it is advisable to carry as much cash as is possible and safe. Note that ATMs in
Ethiopia often do not recognize foreign debit or credit cards. It is best to contact your local bank to find out if your
card will be compatible with Ethiopian ATMs.
Major credit cards can be used to pay for flights with Ethiopian Airlines and maybe 2 of the big hotels in Addis Ababa
- but that's about the extent of their usefulness. It's best to bring cash. Wearing a money belt that fits discreetly
under your clothes is recommended.

Travel, Transport and Getting Around
Ethiopian Airlines is reasonably priced and has fairly comprehensive domestic services. Flights are often overbooked,
so it is essential to reconfirm your tickets at least a day in advance and show up at the airport on time. If you forget
to reconfirm, they may assume you aren't going to show up and give away your seats.
Tip: Booking tickets for Ethiopian Airlines on-line works out to be very expensive compared to booking at their office
in Addis Ababa. Even better: If you have booked your international trip to Ethiopia via Ethiopian Airlines's webpages
you will get a 50% discount on domestic flights.
Ethiopian buses fit into one of the following categories: the ubiquitous minibuses or matatus (typically Toyota vans
that carry up to 14 people) that operate throughout the region; small to large sized passenger buses called "Higer
bus" (named after the manufacturer) that often travel between regions ("1st level" to "3rd level" indicating the
class); luxury buses (Korean modern standard buses) going between the main cities, and the large (often doublejointed) red Addis Ababa city buses.
There is a comprehensive network of cheap Higer buses along the major roads, although these are slow and basic.
Buses travelling shorter distances generally leave whenever they have filled up with passengers (in practice, this
means once an hour or so). Buses do not travel at night; they will stop before sundown in a town or village with
accommodation for the passengers, or, between Dire Dawa and Djibouti, just in the plain countryside. Between
some cities (eg, Adama and Addis Ababa), minibuses will run after the larger buses have stopped for the night.
Everyone on the bus must have a seat by law – this prevents overcrowding, but often makes it difficult to catch a bus
from an intermediate point on a route. If planning to travel by bus, keep in mind that almost all the vehicles are old
and very dusty and some of the roads are in bad condition.
The bus stations usually open somewhere around 05:00. If you are catching an early morning bus, you should get to
the station at 05:00. They are very chaotic first thing in the morning, and many buses will sell out of seats before
they leave at about 06:00. To make things easier and less stressful, you can often buy a ticket in advance. In smaller
cities, you can often buy your ticket from the conductor when the bus arrives from its previous trip the afternoon
before you travel. Even if you already have a ticket, arrive early and claim a seat as soon as possible. If you don't
have a ticket, you will have to ask people to show you the correct bus (unless you can read Amharic). In this case,
don't waste time trying to buy a ticket from the window or from the bus conductor—push your way on board the
bus and claim a seat! The conductor will sell you a ticket later. Medium sized backpacks can usually be squeezed
under the seats, but large packs and most luggage will have to go up on the roof. Claim your seat before you worry
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about your luggage. Luxury buses however have a really professional approach with both numbered seating and
dedicated luggage compartments under the bus. Anyone assisting you with your luggage, including the person
passing it up to the conductor's assistant on the roof, will expect a small tip (around 2-3 birr).
Although more expensive than public transport, renting a car is a good way to explore Ethiopia. You can take small
aircraft to expedite your tour, but you will see more of the scenery if you travel by car. However, there are few renta-car services in Ethiopia outside of Addis Ababa so you may prefer to depend on the services of touring companies
that offer cars and 4x4s complete with an experienced local driver. Petrol costs 21 birr a litre. Make sure to check the
pump is zeroed before re-fuelling starts.
Food, Drink and Cuisine Advice
Most upmarket restaurants in Ethiopia will have reasonably high standards of food hygiene. Eating from roadside
food stalls is not recommended as the food safety cannot be guaranteed. Travelers should be warned against eating
vegetables such as those in salads that may have been washed in water. Try limiting fruits and vegetables to those
you peel yourself such as oranges, mangos, etc.
Ethiopian cuisine characteristically consists of vegetable and often very spicy meat dishes. This is usually in the form
of wat (also w'et or wot), a thick stew, served atop injera, a large sourdoughflatbread, which made out of fermented
teff flour. Ethiopians eat exclusively with their right hands, using pieces of injera to pick up bites of entrées and side
dishes. Utensils are optional.
It is important to remember to only drink bottled water. There are many brands to choose from; always check the
plastic seal on all bottles before paying any vendor.
Climate and Weather
The best time to visit Ethiopia is between January and March when clear, sunny days bring regular average daily
temperatures of 25°C (77°F). This is Ethiopia's busiest time to visit, with wildlife spotting at its peak and the festivals
of Timkat and Leddet drawing huge crowds.
The rainy season (April to September) brings soaring temperatures and humid conditions. Due to rain, from May to
August some roads in the Lower Omo Valley become impassable. August is the hottest (and wettest) month with
temperatures reaching 45°C (113°F) regularly in the lowlands. In the highlands temperatures are much more
moderate but sightseeing is hampered by downpours of rain.
October to December is an excellent time to visit Ethiopia as the countryside is lushly pretty after all the rain, there
are plenty of sunny days and historical sites and monuments are not overrun with tourists. Night time temperatures
in highland areas often drop to between 5°C (41°F) and 10°C (50°F) during November and December so be sure to
pack a warm clothing.
Clothing and Dress Recommendations
Due to vast altitude differences between highland and lowland areas, if you are intent on exploring Ethiopia fully you
should prepare for a wide range of temperature differences.In general between seasons clothes and layers are
appropriate. Bringing clothes that can be easily layered is the obvious choice. You will need lightweight clothing for
the lowlands and mediumweight for the hill country. At least one warm jumper or pullover should be brought along
to cope with dramatic temperature drops once the sun goes down.At higher altitudes, a warm or a coat are needed
in the evenings. Travelers should take rain coat or other rainwear, particularly when visiting the country during the
period from February to October. It is usually possible to have clothes laundered at or near hotels within a short
period of time (frequently services are offered 24 hours a day).
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Electricity and Plug Standards
Ethiopia has 220 volt electricity, meaning unless your computer or appliance is dual voltage or designed for 220
volts, you will need a converter or transformer. The cycles (Hz) are 50 per second. The power sockets that are used
are of type C / E / F / L. While adaptors are available in Ethiopia, buying one prior to leaving home is recommended
to avoid the hassle of trying to find one when you arrive.

