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Introduction
Custom safari in Botswana and Zimbabwe featuring:






Permanent water experience high in the Okavango Delta, including boating safaris, mokoro ride and optional
nature walk
Luxury lodge near the Chobe
Victoria Falls Hotel, the Grand Old Lady of African Tourism
Game viewing lodge in Hwange
Rhino trekking in historic Motopos National Park

Start

Accommodation

Day 1

Peermont D'oreale Grande Hotel at
Emperors Palace
→ City Lodge OR Tambo Airport

Type

Destination

Basis

Duration

Johannesburg

B&B

1 Night

alternate

Day 2

Setari Camp

Moremi Game
Reserve

FI

3 Nights

Day 5

Chobe Elephant Camp

Chobe River Front

FI

2 Nights

Day 7

Victoria Falls Hotel

Victoria Falls,
Zimbabwe

FB

3 Nights

Day 10

Ivory Lodge

Hwange National Park

FI

3 Nights

Day 13

Amalinda Lodge

Matobo National Park

FI

3 Nights

Key
B&B: Bed and Breakfast
FB: Full Board - Dinner, Bed, Breakfast and Lunch
FI: Fully Inclusive - Bed, All Meals, Fees and Activities

Price
AUD10,429 per person sharing, not including international flights

Included
Accommodation on basis indicated
Charter flights (seat in charter basis) in Botswana with Mack Air
Meals as indicated
All transfers

Excluded
International flight from Johannesburg to Maun
All international flights
Anything not mentioned herein
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Travel Insurance (compulsory)
All items of a personal nature
Tips and gratuities
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Day 1
Peermont D'oreale Grande Hotel at Emperors Palace, Johannesburg
Johannesburg
Johannesburg is one of Africa’s biggest and most vibrant cities. It is the economic capital of Africa and the gateway to
Southern Africa. Although not as famous as other South African destinations, there is plenty to do in Johannesburg
and nearby Pretoria. The old city is a multi-cultural mixture of traditional medicine shops, Chinese restaurants, taxi
ranks and ultra-modern skyscrapers. There are excellent museums, art galleries and organised tours of historical and
political interest. The shopping is Southern Africa’s best and the many restaurants cater for all tastes. The nearby
township of Soweto is Johannesburg’s most popular tourist attraction.

Transfers
Date

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

OR Tambo International
Airport [JNB]

Peermont D'oreale Grande Hotel
at Emperors Palace

Time

Vehicle
Transfer

Overnight: Peermont D'oreale Grande Hotel at Emperors Palace View iBrochure
Discover untold luxury and regal comfort ... the 5-star Peermont D'oreale Grande hotel at Emperors Palace is
conveniently located next to O.R. Tambo International Airport in Johannesburg. The hotel features 182 beautifully
designed and impeccably appointed rooms and suites that are fitted with plush, state-of-the-art indulgences. The
hotel’s comfort levels are enhanced by superior levels of service and guest relations, as well as international
language and culture proficiencies, while the Club Floor and Lounge offers a full bouquet of personal and concierge
services dedicated to the discerning business traveller. A complimentary shuttle service to and from the airport is
available. Dine in the newly-styled Aurelia’s restaurant, indulge your senses at Octavia’s Sensorium Day Spa or sip a
cocktail while watching the African sunset at Neptune’s Pool Bar at the spectacular pool terrace with its Roman
water fountain cascading into clear waters.

Alternate: City Lodge OR Tambo Airport
Based at Africas busiest airport, City Lodge Hotel at OR Tambo Airport will provide business and leisure travellers
with home away from home accommodation that is ideal for those commuting to and from Johannesburg and
perfect for those who require immediate access to the airport.
OR Tambo Airport offers a number of services from banking to a wide range of retailers, so whether its a good book
or a scrumptious meal, the airports facilities have everything you need. The hotel boasts boardroom and conference
facilities, a fitness room as well as a deck with a pool and a large commercial area with a coffee shop.
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Basis
Bed and Breakfast
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Day 2-4
Setari Camp, Moremi Game Reserve
Moremi Game Reserve
Situated in the east of the Okavango Delta, Moremi Game Reserve ranks as one of the most beautiful reserves in
Africa. It covers more than 4871 square kilometres of pristine wilderness, and the varied terrain includes savannah,
winding waterways, and dense forest. This diverse ecosystem supports an incredibly wide spectrum of wildlife,
ranging from large herds of buffalo, wildebeest and zebra, to the rare sitatunga and lechwe antelope, lion, cheetah
and packs of wild dog in the open grasslands. The birdlife is prolific and includes most of the 550 bird species
recorded on Botswana’s national bird list. A range of luxury lodges in the reserve offers visitors the perfect base to
experience this corner of paradise.

Flight Information
Date

Flight

8302
(Scheduled)

Airline

Departure Airport

Time

Arrival
Airport

Time

South African
Airways [SA]

OR Tambo
International Airport
[JNB]

11:10

Maun
Airport
[MUB]

12:55

Charter Flight

Maun Airport [MUB]

Class

Ref

Jedibe
Airstrip

Transfers
Date

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

Peermont D'oreale Grande Hotel
at Emperors Palace

OR Tambo International
Airport [JNB]

Transfer

Jedibe Airstrip

Setari Camp

Transfer

Overnight: Setari Camp

Time

Vehicle

View iBrochure

Setari Camp is located on a picture-perfect palm island in the very heart of the Okavango. Situated within a private
concession of 120,000 acres of unspoilt wilderness, exclusivity and seclusion are guaranteed. Enjoy a pure Delta
experience, inhabited by a myriad of birdlife and wildlife unique to this exceptional ecosystem. The area is a
birder’s paradise, boasting a huge number of migrant birds, aquatic birds, raptors, a seasonal heronry and to top it
all, the hauntingly beautiful Pel’s Fishing Owl.
Setari Camp accommodates 20 guests in 8 light and airy tents and 1 suite designed for families. Each tent cleverly
combines understated luxury with an authentic and relaxed home-from-home atmosphere. The camp resembles an
enormous tree-house where the entire construction is elevated with wooden walkways linking the impressive sitting
and dining areas, pool-with-a-view, gym and curio shop. All of the tents have private decks with spectacular views
over the Okavango. Safari activities available at Setari include bush walking, boating or gliding gently through the
waterways in a traditional Mokoro (dug-out canoe). Delicious home-cooked food, super-comfy accommodation and
superb guiding all combine to making Setari a hidden treasure in the iconic Okavango Delta.
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Basis
Fully Inclusive - Bed, All Meals, Fees and Activities
All Local Brands (Spirits, Wine and Beers) Included
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Day 5-6
Chobe Elephant Camp, Chobe River Front
Chobe River Front
The Chobe River forms the northern boundary of the Chobe National Park, renowned for its diverse and abundant
game viewing opportunities. This section of the park is best known for its dense concentration of wildlife including
elephant and hippo populations, but the waters attract all manner of game including large herds of buffalo and the
lions that prey on them. A visit to this area guarantees close encounters with an array of African wildlife. Visitors can
look forward to some exciting activities such as: driving along the game-dotted river banks in a 4WD; cruising along
the river in a motorboat, spotting rare birdlife and for a unique, luxury safari experience, hire a houseboat.

Flight Information
Date

Flight

Airline

Charter
Flight

Departure
Airport

Time

Jedibe Airstrip

Arrival Airport

Time

Class

Ref

Kasane Airport
[BBK]

Transfers
Date

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

Time

Vehicle

Setari Camp

Jedibe Airstrip

Transfer

Kasane Airport [BBK]

Chobe Elephant Camp

Transfer

Overnight: Chobe Elephant Camp
Located high on the edge of a rocky ridge overlooking the famous Chobe River is the newly developed Chobe
Elephant Camp. This uniquely designed lodge has been built to take advantage of the incredible views overlooking
the sweeping floodplains while offering a comfortable refuge from the harsh African conditions.
Entirely built out of sandbags from the red Kalahari sands that dominate the northern part of Botswana, this ecofriendly lodge presents an original design reminiscent of traditional African farmsteads and can accommodate up to
24 guests in eleven chalets. All rooms are en-suite with both indoor and outdoor showers and have private verandas
to fully enjoy the views and surroundings. The lodge also boasts a large open-plan main area featuring a cosy
arrangement of couches, bar, dining area and reading corner, along with a swimming pool with viewing deck onto a
private water hole.
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Basis
Fully Inclusive - Bed, All Meals, Fees and Activities
All Local Brands (Spirits, Wine and Beers) Included
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Day 7-9
Victoria Falls Hotel, Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe
Resting on the southern banks of the Zambezi River at the western end of the eponymous falls, this popular tourist
town is compact enough to walk around and makes an ideal base for travellers exploring the seventh wonder of the
world, the unfathomably vast Victoria Falls. About two-thirds of the falls can be viewed from the Zimbabwean side
and, while the falls are undoubtedly the star attraction, the area provides both adventure seekers and sightseers
with plenty of opportunities to warrant a longer stay. Popular activities include scenic flights over the falls in
helicopters or microlights, bungee jumping off the Victoria Falls Bridge, white-water rafting (seasonal), and day trips
to Chobe National Park. The town itself offers some excellent accommodation and restaurant options as well as an
eclectic variety of African curios and authentic art sold by friendly Zimbabwean locals who are wonderfully
welcoming and eager to help you enjoy your stay.

Transfers
Date

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

Chobe Elephant Camp

Victoria Falls Hotel

Overnight: Victoria Falls Hotel

Time

Vehicle
Transfer

View iBrochure

The Victoria Falls Hotel, popularly known as “the grand old lady of the Falls”, is situated in the Victoria Falls National
Park, and is a member of the exclusive Leading Hotels of the World group. It is one of only three IS0-accredited
hotels in Zimbabwe. The Edwardian-style five-star hotel combines the charm of the old with the convenience of the
new. Set in lush tropical gardens with lily ponds, palm trees and semi-tropical shrubs, it provides the tranquillity and
seclusion that many guests seek. The famous Victoria Falls are just a ten-minute walk away using the hotel’s private
pathway, and “the smoke that thunders” or “Mosi-O-Tunya” in the local dialect, is clearly audible and visible from
this luxurious landmark.

Basis
Full Board - Dinner, Bed, Breakfast and Lunch
All Local Brands (Spirits, Wine and Beers) Included
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Day 10-12
Ivory Lodge, Hwange National Park
Hwange National Park
Situated in western Zimbabwe, the Hwange National Park is the country's biggest reserve, home to a profusion of
wildlife, including giraffe, lion, zebra and approximately 40 000 elephants. It provides a sanctuary for all the
country’s endangered species, including a population of wild dogs thought to be among the most sizeable surviving
groups on the continent. The park’s magnificent terrain ranges from desert dunes, savannah lands and mopane
woodlands to rocky outcrops and sparse forests.

Transfers
Date

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

Victoria Falls Hotel

Ivory Lodge

Overnight: Ivory Lodge

Time

Vehicle
Transfer

View iBrochure

A small intimate lodge featuring 7 luxurious tree houses and 2 Presidential Elephant Suites set on elevated platforms
amongst the indigenous flora of Hwange Game Park.
Deep in the mystical teak forests of Hwange is this unobtrusive camp, bathed in the tales of pioneering hunters and
explorers such as Fredrick Courtney Selous. Lumbering giants drift around your stilted platforms , their tusks glinting
in salute to the sanctuary of shade offered up by these massive trees.
This is Ivory Lodge – place of elephants. It is here that great herds of elephants are found – sometimes over 100
strong.
Hwange is renowned for its huge tuskers – big old bulls with magnificent tusks. It is also here that the famous
Presidential Herd drinks – these elephants’ home-range is amongst the dense feeding areas of the Sikumi Vlei and
where they find refuge from the scorching heat at Ivory’s water hole.
Silently, elegantly, the lodge stands over the waterhole…. watch by flood light under a star spangled African night sky
– the elephants in their play-fighting….their display of instinctive rituals, their caressing and murmurings…all which
speak of years gone by.

Basis
Fully Inclusive - Bed, All Meals, Fees and Activities
All Local Brands (Spirits, Wine and Beers) Included

P a g e | 14

P a g e | 15

Day 13-15
Amalinda Lodge, Matobo National Park
Matobo National Park
Idyllically located in the spectacular Matobo Hills, the renowned Matobo National Park is known for its rich human
history, its remarkably diverse flora and fauna and its magnificent rugged terrain. This unspoiled natural wilderness
features a range of massive red-tinged, granite boulders interspersed with gorgeous wooded valleys making it a
dream destination for hikers, climbers and nature lovers alike. The reserve is compact, easily accessible and is home
to an impressive range of African wildlife including the highly endangered black and white rhinoceros, zebra,
wildebeest, giraffe, cheetah, hippo, warthog and crocodile as well as Africa's largest concentration of leopard and
black eagles. This unforgettable national park serves as an ideal stopover for travellers heading to the popular tourist
sites of Hwange and the majestic Victoria Falls.

Recommended
Rhino Walk
Malindidzimu (Worlds View)

Rhino Walk
Matobo National Park possesses one of the highest concentrations of white and black rhinoceros in the world and
therefore provides the perfect opportunity to view and photograph these rare creatures.

Transfers
Date

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

Ivory Lodge

Amalinda Lodge

Overnight: Amalinda Lodge

Time

Vehicle
Transfer

View iBrochure

Amalinda Lodge, an African inspired refuge, where world-class facilities combine with the spiritual energy, allure and
unique beauty, for which the Matobo Hills is so celebrated.
The granite domes and castle kopjes of the Matobo Hills, Zimbabwe, are among the most majestic rock sceneries in
the world. Nestled in this unique range of hills is Camp Amalinda, situated only 45kms from Bulawayo.
Amalinda consists of nine individually thatched rooms including 3 honeymoon suites, 3 family rooms, 2 double
rooms & 1 single room, which are all set into the huge boulders.
Each room is steeped in African historical artefacts of a bygone era and tucked away into an ancient bushman’s
shelter, Camp Amalinda’s charm will leave an indelible impression on every visitor.
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Basis
Fully Inclusive - Bed, All Meals, Fees and Activities
All Local Brands (Spirits, Wine and Beers) Included
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Day 16
End of Itinerary
Transfers
Date

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

Time

Amalinda Lodge

Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo International
Airport [BUQ]

Vehicle
Transfer

Urgent Contact Numbers
Company Name

Telephone

Email Address

Contact Person

Experiential Travel

+61 418 325 812

info@experiential.travel

Neville Jones

Experiential Travel - Emergency
Contact

+61 416 371 178

Service Provider Directory
Service Provider

Telephone

Address

Amalinda Lodge

+263 9 243 954

23 Old Gwanda Road, Hillside,
Bulawayo

Chobe Elephant Camp

+267 686 3763

Private Bag 342
Maun - Botswana

Ivory Lodge

+263 9 243 954

23 Old Gwanda Road, Hillside,
Bulawayo

Peermont D'oreale Grande Hotel at
Emperors Palace

+27 11 928 1770

64 Jones Road
Kempton Park
Gauteng
1620

Setari Camp

+44 7724 138637

Plot 330, Boseja Ward,
Maun,
Botswana

South African Airways [SA]

+27 11 978 5313

Victoria Falls Hotel

Ref. Number

Mallett Drive,
Victoria Falls
Zimbabwe
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Travel Information
The information in this document is provided by the operators and other parties. It may not accurately reflect your
experience.

This vast country is undoubtedly one of the most culturally and geographically diverse places on earth. Fondly known
by locals as the 'Rainbow Nation', South Africa has 11 official languages and its multicultural inhabitants are
influenced by a fascinating mix of cultures. Discover the gourmet restaurants, impressive art scene, vibrant nightlife
and beautiful beaches of Cape Town; enjoy a local braai (barbecue) in the Soweto township; browse the bustling
Indian markets in Durban; or sample some of the world’s finest wines at the myriad wine estates dotting the Cape
Winelands. Some historical attractions to explore include the Zululand battlefields of KwaZulu-Natal, the Apartheid
Museum in Johannesburg and Robben Island, just off the coast of Cape Town. Above all else, its remarkably untamed
wilderness with its astonishing range of wildlife roaming freely across massive unfenced game reserves such as the
world-famous Kruger National Park. With all of this variety on offer, it is little wonder that South Africa has fast
become Africa’s most popular tourist destination.
Banking and Currency
Currency
The currency is the Rand, which is divided into 100 cents. There are R200, R100, R50, R20 and R10 notes. Coins come
in R5, R2, R1, 50c, 20c, 10c and 5c.
Banking
Banks are found in most towns, and are generally open from 09h00 to 15h30 on weekdays and 08h30 to 11h00 on
Saturdays (Closed Sundays and Public Holidays). Most of them offer foreign exchange services - with cash, bank &
credit cards as well as travellers cheques. You can also obtain cash from automatic teller machines (ATMs). Several
international banks have branches in the main city centres. Always advise your bank that you are travelling outside
of the country as they might block your purchases if they are not informed.
Travel, Transport and Getting Around
Travelling around South Africa is relatively easy by air, road and rail.
Principal air routes are serviced by SAA and British Airways. There are also low-cost carriers on main routes, namely
Kulula.com, Mango and Safair. Facilitating travel around South Africa are 10 airports managed by the Airports
Company South Africa (Acsa). In addition, there are some 90 regional airports, including the Kruger Mpumalanga
International Airport in Nelspruit and the Skukuza Airport, offering access to the Kruger National Park.
An extensive tarred road system makes travelling in South Africa by vehicle convenient and easy. You will find gravel
roads in rural areas though. Please note that a valid international driver's licence is required. We drive on the lefthand side of the road. Most global car hire firms have branches in South Africa and Uber is available.
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Another means of getting around South Africa are inter-city bus services such as Greyhound and Trans-Lux.
Metrobus buses are available for in-city transport. Metered taxis must be ordered by telephone.There is the popular
MyCityBus system in Cape Town as well as a hop-on-hop-off tourist bus in Cape Town and Johannesburg.
Our rail system includes the long-haul, inexpensive Shosholoza Meyl Metrorail trains. More luxurious options are the
Blue Train, Premier Classe and the steam train Rovos Rail. There is also the Gautrain rapid transit railway system in
Gauteng Province llinking Sandton and Marlboro to the O.R.Tambo International Airport and a Commuter Service
linking Rhodesfield, Marlboro, and Sandton (east-west link) and Park, Rosebank, Sandton, Midrand, Centurion,
Pretoria Central and Hatfield (north-south link). All stations with the exception of the Airport station have integrated
car parking facilities.
Food, Drink and Cuisine Advice
Standards of hygiene in relation to food health and safety in South Africa, are generally high in hotels, restaurants,
pubs and nightspots. Tap water in South Africa is safe to drink and cook with when taken from taps in urban areas.
Not all tap water in rural areas is safe for consumption, so take precautions if necessary.
It is safe to eat fresh fruit, vegetables and salads, and put ice in your drinks. South Africa's fish, meat and chicken are
of excellent quality, so there is no need to limit yourself when enjoying the local cuisine.
Restaurants are subject to South Africa's food safety control legislation, which is implemented by local
government. Regulations include certification and regular inspections by health inspectors to ensure hygienic
standards are maintained.
Street food is not as common in South Africa as it is in other countries, although vendors selling traditional snacks
and meals can be found in city centres and townships. Food safety in such instances cannot always be guaranteed.
Climate and Weather
South African temperatures, which are measured in centigrade, average at highs of 28°C to average lows of 8°C in
the summer months while winter temperatures range from 1°C at night to around 18°C in the day. Average annual
rainfall is on the low side at under 500mm a year, making the country somewhat dry. Much of the rain falls in the
Western Cape in the winter, differing from the rest of the country, which experiences summer rainfall. On the plus
side, the South African climate boasts more than its fair share of sunshine, recording an average of 8.5 hours a day.
Clothing and Dress Recommendations
Summer
Bring clothes that are cool, light and comfortable because summer temperatures can get well into the 30 - 40 degree
Celsius range in some areas. Also bring an umbrella or raincoat during summer as this is when most of the country
gets its rain, but don't forget a swimming costume (bathing suit).
Winter
The winters are generally mild, comparing favourably with European summers. But there are days when
temperatures dive, especially in high-lying areas such as the Drakensberg, so be prepared with jerseys and
jackets. Cape Town gets its rain during the winter season so it’s advisable to bring rain gear along.
General
Always bring a hat, sunglasses and sunblock as the sun can be strong even in the winter months.
Walking shoes are a good idea all year-round, with warm socks in the winter.
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If you are doing business in the country, business attire (suit and tie) is generally called for in the corporate sector,
but media for example generally dress more casually.
For game viewing, a couple of neutral-toned items will be useful, but there's no need to go overboard. A good pair of
walking shoes is also advisable.
For the evening, if you are dining at an upmarket restaurant or seeing a show, smart-casual attire is recommended.
Electricity and Plug Standards
Current is 220/240 volts at 50 cycles per second. A three-point round-pin adapter plug should be brought for your
electrical appliances - such adapters are also available at major airports..

Situated in the southern reaches of Africa, Botswana is renowned for its pristine wilderness areas characterised by
deep lagoons, wetlands, lush palms, rugged hills and desert plains scattered with scrubland. The country’s primary
tourist drawcard is undoubtedly the vast red expanse of the Kalahari Desert and its remarkably beautiful Okavango
Delta, the largest inland delta in the world. These natural wonders provide a tranquil haven for an abundance of
African wildlife to thrive. Other highlights include the impressive Makgadikgadi Salt Pans, where visitors are privy to
massive zebra migrations during the flood season; the Savuti plains, which host large prides of lions; and the Tsodilo
Hills, where 4500 rock paintings form a unique record of human settlement over many millennia.
Banking and Currency
Currency
Botswana's currency is Pula (which means 'rain' in Setswana). It is divided into 100 thebe (which means 'shield' in
Setswana). Travellers' cheques and foreign currency may be changed at banks, bureaux de change and authorised
hotels.
The US dollar, Euros, British Pound and the South African Rand are the most easily convertible currencies (and
accepted by some estabishments - but, generally, then an inflated rate of exchange will be applied).
Banking
Seven main commercial banks, as well as a number of foregin exchange bureaux, operate in Botswana. Operating
hours are Monday to Friday 08h30 to 15h30 and Saturday 08h30 to 10h45.
Full banking services are available in major towns, although ATMs are sprouting up all over the country. Most credit
cards are accepted at hotels and restaurants. Cultural sites and community art and craft outlets usually only accept
cash.
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Travel, Transport and Getting Around
Public transport in Botswana is geared towards the needs of the local populace and is confined to main roads
between major population centres. Although cheap and reliable, it is of little use to the traveller as most of
Botswana’s tourist attractions lie off the beaten track.
Driving off the main roads in Botswana is only recommended to expects in 4x4 vehicles, that are equipped correctly.
Most lodges offer transfers or they can be arranged. If, however, you will be driving in Botswana: your home driving
licence will be accepted (with an official English translation if necessary; driving is on the left side of the road; and
the national speed limit is on tarred roads is 120km/h and 60km/h in towns and villages.
Be sure to watch out for wild animals on the roads!
There are major airports in Maun, Kasane and Gaborone, while smaller charter flights are used to get to the other
top attractions and camps.
Food, Drink and Cuisine Advice
Tap water is considered safe to drink, although outside main cities and towns, visitors are advised to check first and
sterilise water if in any doubt. Bottled water is available in most tourist centres. Filtered water is available at most
camps and shops offer bottled water - it is advised to be well stocked of bottled water if you are travelling off the
beaten track. Milk is pasteurised, and dairy products, local meat, poultry, seafood, fruit and vegetables are generally
safe.
Safari lodges and camps serve international-style cuisine, generally of an extremely high standard, along with local
beer and imported wine and spirits. Good restaurants and bars can be found in main towns, often within hotels. Beef
and goat are very popular meats. Elsewhere, food is more basic: millet and sorghum porridge are the local staples.
A discretionary 5 to 10% tip is typical for restaurant bills. In many places, a service charge is automatically added. It is
customary to tip the game guide and lodge staff while on safari.
Climate and Weather
Botswana's climatic pattern is typical of southern Africa, although its rainfall is less than countries further east. The
rains in Botswana come mostly between December and March, when average minimum temperatures are in the low
20°s. Some days will be bright and sunny, some will have afternoon thunderstorms, and some will just be grey.
As with Namibia, April and May in Botswana are generally lovely, with the sky clear and the landscape green. Night
temperatures start to drop during these months, especially in the Kalahari. Note that places in and around the
Okavango tend to have less extreme, more moderate temperatures than the drier areas of the Kalahari.
From June to August the night-time temperatures in drier areas can be close to freezing, but it warms up rapidly
during the day, when the sky is usually clear and blue. It's now very much 'peak season' for most safari areas: the
land is dry in most areas so the animals congregate around the few available water sources.
This continues into September and October, when temperatures climb again, drying the landscapes and
concentrating the game even more. This is the best time for big game safaris – although October can feel very hot,
with maximum temperatures sometimes approaching 40°C.
November is difficult to predict, as it can sometimes be a continuation of October's heat, whilst sometimes it's
cooled by the first rains; it's always an interesting month.
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Clothing and Dress Recommendations
In summer, lightweight, lightcoloured cottons are preferable. Avoid synthetic materials and black clothing, as they
increase perspiration and discomfort. In winter, wear trousers, longsleeved shirts / blouses and jerseys. From May –
August, night temperatures can fall below zero degrees celsius, so warm jerseys and jackets are vital, especially on
morning and evening game drives. Garments of neutral colours that blend with the bush and forest are advisable for
safaris and game viewing. Bring a lightweight jacket and/or jersey for unexpected temperature changes or rain.
Closed, comfortable walking shoesor gym shoes are a must in all seasons. Special attention should be given to
protection from the sun. Bring a sunhat, good quality sunscreen, sun lotion and polarised sunglasses. Wide brimmed
sun hats are essential.
Electricity and Plug Standards
Electrical sockets (outlets) in Botswana are the "Type M " South African SABS1661 ("Large" 15 amp BS-546) sockets.
This is actually an old British standard. The "Type M " South African plug and socket is not to be confused with the
"Type D " Indian plug and socket. In pictures, they look very similar, but the South African type is much larger than
the Indian type, and they are physically incompatible. If your appliance's plug doesn't match the shape of these
sockets, you will need a travel plug adapter in order to plug in. Travel plug adapters simply change the shape of your
appliance's plug to match whatever type of socket you need to plug into.
Electrical sockets (outlets) in Botswana usually supply electricity at between 220 and 240 volts AC. If you're plugging
in an appliance that was built for 220-240 volt electrical input, or an appliance that is compatible with multiple
voltages, then an adapter is all you need.
But travel plug adapters do not change the voltage, so the electricity coming through the adapter will still be the
same 220-240 volts the socket is supplying. If you need to use appliances that are not compatible with 220-240 volt
electrical input, you will need a voltage converter.

A nation of spectacular natural beauty, friendly people and rich culture, Zimbabwe’s status as one of Africa’s leading
safari destinations was dampened for years by its political instability. But now that the country is transcending its
strife and returning to a state of equilibrium, it is once again emerging as a vacation highlight of the continent.
Victoria Falls – known to locals as ‘The Smoke That Thunders’ – is one of the seven natural wonders of the world and
the sheer power of this massive body of water plunging into the Zambezi Gorge is awe-inspiring and unforgettable.
Lake Kariba, with its game-rich shores and islands, is an idyllic safari spot featuring mind-blowing sunsets; Hwange
National Park is known for its huge herds of elephants; and a kayak trip down the Zambezi through the Mana Pools
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National Park will appeal to the intrepid traveller, providing close encounters with crocodiles, hippos and a host of
other wildlife.
Banking and Currency
Currency
Zimbabwe uses its own unit of currency, the Zimbabwe Dollar. No other currency is accepted. Do not plan on being
able to use cash machines in Zimbabwe to draw money. Before leaving home please exchange all the money that
you will need for your trip. Most of this should be in 1, 5, 10 and 20 denominations because change is not always
available. In an emergency you can try Barclays Bank, Stanbic Bank or Standard Chartered Bank as they will
infrequently accept foreign debit cards for withdrawing cash.
Banking
Banks in Zimbabwe are open for business Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 08h00 to 15h00, on
Wednesdays from 08h00 to 13h00 and Saturdays from 08h00 to 11h30. They are closed on Sundays and Public
Holidays.
Only VISA and MasterCard are accepted in Zimbabwe, however it should be noted that very limited facilities will
have credit card machines, and the connection is not always reliable so it is advisable to carry cash as back up.
Travel, Transport and Getting Around
Taxis are safe and reliable, and can be booked through your hotel front desk. Taxis in cities travel within a 40km
radius of the city. Always take a taxi at night.
Major airlines fly into Victoria Falls, Harare and Bulawayo. Charter flights are available to most attractions and
camps.
Zimbabwe has a good road infrastructure, by African standards, although potholed. Between major towns, there are
frequent road blocks. Traffic drives on the left side of the road.
If you are driving yourself around Zimbabwe, be sure to check on fuel availability in advance. If you are covering long
distances within the country, ensure you carry extra fuel in 5 or 10lt metal containers in case of emergency. Fuel is
generally available, but supply can fluctuate. Fuel is only available for cash.
Food, Drink and Cuisine Advice
Zimbabwe's native cuisine is based on sadza, a cooked porridge made from ground maize which is normally be
accompanied by some tasty relish, perhaps made of meat and tomatoes, or dried fish. Safari camps will often
prepare sadza if requested, and it is almost always available in small restaurants in the towns.
Camps, hotels and lodges that cater to overseas typically serve a variety international fare, and the quality of food
prepared in the most remote bush camps is usually excellent.
If you are driving yourself around and plan to cook, then get most of your supplies in main towns. There are a
number of South African shopping chains operating in Zimbabwe which will generally have all that you will need.
Water in the main towns is usually purified.. The locals drink it, and are used to the relatively innocuous bugs that it
may harbour. If you are in the country for a long time, then it may be worth acclimatising yourself to it. However, if
you are in Zimbabwe for just a short period of time, then try to drink only bottled, boiled, or treated water available
in towns and from all camps, lodges and hotels.
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Climate and Weather
In Zimbabwe, the rains come principally in December, January,February and March; the further north you are, the
earlier the precipitation arrives and the later it leaves. Zimbabwe's higher eastern areas usually receive more rainfall
than the lower-lying western ones.
By April and May most of the rain is gone, leaving a verdant setting, which is starting to dry out. Especially in more
southerly and higher locations, the night-time temperatures start to drop.
The nights in June, July and August become much cooler, so don't forget to bring some warmer clothes, in case you
want to spend an evening outside; the days are still clear and warm. For Zimbabwe, this is the start of the 'peak
season'– days are often cloudless and game sightings continually increase.
Into September and October the temperatures rise once again: Zimbabwe's lower-lying rift valley – Mana Pools –
can get very hot in October. During this time, you'll see some fantastic game, as the Zimbabwe's wildlife
concentrates around the limited water sources.
November is unpredictable; it can be hot and dry, it can also see the season's first rainfalls – and in this respect it's a
very interesting month, as on successive days, you can see both weather patterns.
Clothing and Dress Recommendations
When in Zimbabwe the cardinal rule is to wear casual, comfortable clothes during the day as temperatures can get
very hot. It is advisable to wear light loose-fitting clothing, such as cotton or linen, as they are cool and easy to wash.
Warmer clothes are advised for the evenings and rainwear for the wet season.
A brimmed hat and sunglasses are a good idea year-round. Long-sleeved shirts and long trousers will also guard
against the scorching sun rays. It is recommended you wear light shoes, especially if your itinerary entails a lot of
walking.
For safaris, please remember to wear appropriate clothing and shoes. Earth colour clothes, such as browns, greens
and tans are advisable.
Electricity and Plug Standards
Current is 220/240 volts at 50 cycles per second. Both square and round plugs are used.
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Terms and Conditions
Experiential Travel Terms and Conditions
Please be sure to read our full Terms and Conditions at www.experientialtravel.com.au/Legal.php

